Invitation for Public Comment

Marine Corps Base Quantico (MCBQ) is proposing to replace ornamental outdoor lighting
within the Quantico Marine Corps Base Historic District on an as needed basis. These
ornamental light posts closely resemble lamp posts that were installed within the historic
district when the infrastructure was first built in the late 1910s through the 1950s. The
Quantico Marine Corps Base Historic District (Virginia Department of Historic Resources
[DHR] ID: 287-0010) was listed in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) in 2001.
The genesis of this project was MCBQ’s cultural resources program manager (CRM) and
personnel from Natural Resources and Environmental Affairs (NREA) observing a
replacement light-emitting diode (LED) fixture on an outdoor light pole near Building 2006
on April 30, 2024. Building 2006 is within the historic district, and the replacement fixture
was not compatible with the district’s historic fabric. In response to this discovery, NREA
contacted MCBQ’s Utilities Commodities Manager, and staff from NREA and the Utilities
Commodities section held a meeting on July 18, 2024, to discuss a way forward regarding the
periodic need to replace outdoor light poles and fixtures within the historic district. As a
result of this meeting, staff from the Utilities Commodities section researched replacement
outdoor light fixtures and poles that would meet the budgetary and functional requirements of
MCBQ’s outdoor lighting while also being compatible with the historic district. MCBQ’s
CRM is presenting the results of that research for approval from the State Historic
Preservation Office (SHPO) so that outdoor lighting within the historic district can be
repaired and replaced on an as needed basis without consulting on each individual
replacement. The purpose of this undertaking is to meet the safety and functional
requirements of MCBQ’s outdoor lighting within the Quantico Marine Corps Base Historic
District while keeping the historic fabric of the district intact. Parties wishing to comment
on this project should contact Dr. Katie Burnett at katherine.burnett@usmc.mil or 703-
432-6781.




