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MCBQ Regulations for Privately Owned Weapons
All persons possessing, transporting and/or using privatelyowned weapons on MCBQ shall comply with applicable federal,
state, and local laws in addition to the following regulations:
1.

Definitions

a. The term “weapon” used throughout these regulations
refers to any item or instrument, legal or not, that has a
primary purpose of self-defense or to inflict harm or death to a
living thing, or has been deemed by the Base Commander to have
an unnecessarily high potential to cause serious bodily harm or
death to another human. A weapon may include, but is not
limited to: a firearm, a projectile-device, including those
that project noxious gas, rocks, air pellets, paint balls,
arrows, etc.; items referred to by the common names “black
jack,” “billy club’” brass knuckles,” or nunchaku;” items with a
cutting edge capable of use as a weapon such as a “throwing
star,” “throwing knife’” a “butterfly knife,” a spring-loaded
(“switchblade”) or gravity-fed knife, a sword, or a straight
razor.
b. The term “firearm” used throughout these regulations
means any device that will be or is designated to expel a
projectile by the action of an explosive. Common firearms are
handguns, rifles, shotguns, etc.
2. Prohibited Activity. The following activities are strictly
prohibited on MCBQ, except as noted:
a. Possessing or introducing a privately owned firearm in
any Federal facility; to include government leased spaces and
government vehicles.
b. Carrying a concealed privately-owned weapon aboard MCBQ
regardless of state license or permit (state issued conceal
carry permits are not recognized or valid on MCBQ).
c. Introducing, manufacturing, selling, importing, loaning,
or possessing any weapon prohibited under Federal law.
d. Possessing a loaded, privately owned firearm, except when
authorized on an approved MCBQ range or within a designated
hunting area.
e. Storing weapons in a privately owned vehicle (weapons are
only authorized to be kept in privately owned vehicles during
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transport to or from and approved location for immediate storage
or use).
f. Storing weapons in bachelor enlisted quarters (E-5 and
below).
g. The possession and/or use by minors (17 years or younger)
of any weapon, except when under the direct supervision of an
adult and in an approved location.
h. The use of non-folding sheath knives and swords, except
when engaged in authorized hunting, fishing, camping, the
performance of assigned duties, or those used for award/display
purposes.
i. Using nunchaku, throwing stars or other martial arts
weapons, except in conjunction with organized classes conducted
by certified/authorized martial arts instructors.
j. Introducing, possessing and/or using fireworks prohibited
by the laws of the Commonwealth of Virginia (firecrackers, Roman
candles, sky rockets, etc.), and pyrotechnics or explosives of
any type except when authorized in connection with military
duties.
3.

Registration

a. All privately owned weapons stored aboard MCBQ must be
registered with the Provost Marshal’s Office (PMO).
(1) Registration of privately owned weapons shall be
completed within 10 working days of initially bringing them on
to Base.
(2) Registration shall be completed using Enclosure (2),
and then submitting to the PMO Vehicle, Pet and Weapons
Registration Office located at the Russell Knox Building,
Visitors Control Center (23170A Tallmadge Rd).
(3) Personnel of the rank of Sergeant (E-5) and below
must have their registration form, enclosure (2), signed by
their commanding officer.
(4) Weapons requiring registration include all firearms,
bows, crossbows, and BB and pellet guns.
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(5) As part of the weapons registration process, PMO
shall require that all individuals registering weapons, sign the
Privately Owned Weapons Acknowledgement Form (enclosure (3)).
b. Individuals not storing weapons aboard MCBQ are exempt
from the registration requirement. However, such persons may
transport their privately owned firearms aboard MCBQ only for
the purposes authorized in this Order.
c. Individuals who purchase a weapon at the Marine Corps
Exchange (MCX) on MCBQ, are required to review the MCBQ
Regulations for Privately Owned Weapons (enclosure (2)), prior
to being allowed to complete the weapons transaction.
d. Individuals applying for a MCBQ hunting license are
required to review the MCBQ Regulations for Privately Owned
Weapons (enclosure (2)), prior to being issued a hunting
license.
4.

Transportation

a. Under the provisions of this Order, the following
personnel may transport privately owned weapons aboard MCBQ:
(1) Personnel proceeding to or from authorized
recreational weapons practice and hunting activities.
(2) Personnel proceeding directly to or from the
authorized place of storage of the weapon aboard MCBQ.
(3) Personnel who lawfully purchase a weapon at MCX or in
the town of Quantico (on the date of purchase only).
(4) Personnel transiting Fuller Road from Jefferson Davis
Highway (Route 1) to Potomac Avenue in order to access the Town
of Quantico.
(5) Personnel bringing their firearms to the MCX to
return a purchase or in order to utilize the Firearms Transfer
Service for a permanent change of station move. Transporting
firearms for this purpose must be in accordance with the
following conditions:
(a) Personnel must call ahead to the MCX, identify
themselves and set a time for bringing the weapon to the MCX.
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(b) Upon entering the MCX, personnel shall notify MCX
security that they possess a firearm.
(c) Firearms must be in a carrying case.
(d) If the firearm includes magazines, they must be
empty and removed.
(e) No ammunition may be brought into the MCX.
b. Weapons must be transported in the trunk of the vehicle
where available. In vehicles without a trunk, weapons must be
in a carrying case, and placed as far away from vehicle
occupants as the situation permits. If transporting weapons
while operating a motorcycle, the weapon must be cased and
saddle bags, a back pack or some other carrying device. Weapons
transported by motorcycle may not be carried on the person in
any manner, including a holster.
c. Weapons that utilize projectiles, must be unloaded and on
safe during transport.
d. Magazines and all ammunition must be removed from
weapons, where applicable, and kept separate, and as far as
possible from the weapon.
e. Whenever a weapon is being transported by vehicle and
contact is made with MCBQ PMO (military police or a civilian law
enforcement officer) while operating on MCBQ, the operator of
the vehicle shall immediately inform the law enforcement officer
that he or she is in possession of a weapon.
5.

Storage

a. Privately-owned weapons and ammunition may be stored
within Bachelor Officer Quarters (BOQ) and in Staff NonCommissioned Officer (SNCO) Bachelor Quarters when in compliance
with the following:
(1) Weapons are registered with the MCBQ PMO.
(2) Weapons are stored in a fully encased container (e.g.
commercial gun safe, hard plastic case, etc.) that is capable of
completely enclosing the firearms and being locked with a key or
combination lock.
(3) All firearms will be fitted with a trigger lock.
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(4) Ammunition must be stored separately from firearms
and in a container capable of being locked with a key or
combination lock.
(5) Firearms must be unloaded and on safe.
b. Sergeants (E-5) and below, who reside in the BEQ, shall
register their personal weapons with PMO and store all firearms
in their organizational armory.
c. Occupants of MCBQ Lincoln Family Housing may store
privately owned weapons inside their quarters when in compliance
with the following:
(1) Weapons are registered with the MCBQ PMO.
(2) Firearms are stored in a fully encased container
(e.g. commercial gun safe, hard plastic case, etc.) that is
capable of completely enclosing the weapon and being locked with
a key or combination lock.
(3) All firearms will be fitted with a trigger lock.
(4) Ammunition must be stored separately from firearms
and in a container capable of being locked with a key or
combination lock.
(5) Firearms must be unloaded and on safe.
(6) Under no circumstances will any weapon be accessible
to children, without close parental supervision.
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