
The annual CVP awards meet-

ing was held March 17 at the 

Quantico Rod and Gun Club. 

50 volunteers attended and 

enjoyed a breakfast skillfully 

prepared and served by Tom 

and Lisa Faleskie, Dan 

Hensley, and Bill Prutzman.  

The Quantico Injured Military 

Sportsman Association 

(QIMSA) provided the fixings.  

Bill Prutzman provided door 

prizes. 

SINCERE THANKS TO ALL! 

Wayne Engum was awarded a 

certificate and pin for 1,000 

hours of service.   

Leadership plaques were given 

to: 

Jeannie and William Hartzell, 

for leadership to operate the 

bluebird nest box program. 

Jack Yoder, for his communi-

cation support via the Rod & 

Gun Club website and technical 

support to the Quantico Hunter 

Survey (see page 3). 

Wade Hall, for leadership to 

maintain waterfowl hunting 

blinds. 

David Peeler, for leadership 

during 2011 to support farm 

operations, build waterfowl 

blinds, and assemble blinds for 

wounded warrior hunts.   

Dave, who was recovering 

from a heart attack, was unable 

to attend the meeting but asked 

that Ferd Heider accept the 

plaque on his behalf.  Ferd did 

so with great pride and deliv-

ered the plaque to Dave imme-

diately afterward. 

Three private organizations that 

provide support for natural 

resources management de-

scribed their mission objec-

tives.  James Clark spoke for 

the QR&GC, Fred Salo spoke 

on behalf of QIMSA, and 

Marty Laksbergs spoke for 

Project Healing Waters. 

Tim Stamps and Betsey Kim-
merly present 1,000 hour pin 

to Wayne Engum. 

Annual CVP Meeting 

Wood Duck Nest Boxes Get Cleaned 

When Ferd Heider saw Dave 

Peeler after the meeting on 

March 17, Ferd mentioned that 

he was building some new 

wood duck boxes.   Dave called 

his friend Mark Schrecker and 

said the boxes  needed to be 

installed immediately. 

 

So under Dave’s direction to 

take action, Mark Schrecker 

and Justin Jennings inspected, 

cleaned and installed nest 

boxes. 

Five active nests were found 

during the inspection so Dave 

was right, the wood ducks 

weren’t waiting for us. 
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Secon Pool was the site for two 

special events this spring.  On 

24 March, the first annual 

wounded warrior family trout 

fishing event was held. 

The Virginia Department of 

Game and Inland Fisheries 

(VDGIF) came up with the idea 

for the event and delivered the 

trout from Coursey Springs 

Hatchery. 

NREA Branch asked for assis-

tance from QIMSA and Project 

Healing Waters to provide 

food, camaraderie, and fishing 

expertise.  John Odenkirk from 

the VDGIF also assisted at the 

event. 

Veterans and family members 

had a great morning despite a 

few brief showers. Everyone 

caught trout. 

 

On 7 April, NREA stocked 

again for the Virginia Trout 

Heritage Day.  This allowed the 

Base to pre-announce the stock-

ing and encouraged more peo-

ple to participate.   

Secon Pool is for special events 

and for children 12 years of age 

and younger. For over 40 years, 

Secon Pool  has introduced 

many kids to the art of fishing. 

hours as a farm equipment op-

erator.  He now is very experi-

enced in how things break and 

why he has to wear steel-toed 

boots.   

Left photo by: Brad Watkin 

Right Photo by: Carrie Yacono 

 

Ralph John Waterman grew up 

on a farm in New York state. 

He joined the Navy, became an 

aviation officer, and retired in 

1989.  

After retiring from the military 

he wanted to get back to his 

farm roots and joined the CVP 

in 2001. He has served many 

Caption describing pic-
ture or graphic. 

Volunteer Profile: John Waterman 

Dennis Mitchell             

NREA file photo 

Lunga Reservoir Closed: Fish Structures on Hold 

Secon Pool Trout Programs Deliver Fun 
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Persistence Award!  This 4-year- 

old fished intently all day long on 

24 March 2012.   

Photo by T. Stamps 

Lunga Reservoir and the sur-

rounding recreation areas were 

closed in April to allow for the 

detection and removal of unex-

ploded ordnance per the Depart-

ment of Navy Munitions Re-

sponse Program. Unfortunately, 

the work has not yet been com-

pleted and the reservoir remains 

closed.   

Because access to the lake this 

winter is still in question, the 

collection of unsold Christmas 

trees on 26 Dec. to make fish 

structures is postponed. 

We thank Dennis Mitchell, John 

McCoy and the many other vol-

unteers who have contributed so 

much to the Lunga Reservoir 

fish habitat program. 

We all are anxious for Lunga to 

reopen.  Many of  us are “ hear-

ing the voices in our tackle 

boxes” calling upon us to return.  

The Base is moving towards a 

solution to reopen fishing but 

there is not yet a firm date. 

 

 



 

In January 2012, FWA Section, NREA Branch, conducted its first ever large scale hunter opinion 

survey. 

The survey was distributed to a select sample of hunters who hunted on Base in 2011. 

Hunters were selected at random by license card color (i.e., green, blue, brown) to be included in 

the survey sample. 

The sample also included most active Conservation Volunteer Program members.  In total, 820 

surveys were distributed in late January either by email (743 surveys) or postal mail (77 

surveys). 

Survey response rates were high with a total of 454 of the 820 hunters (55% response rate) in the 

sample returning their surveys. 

Preliminary results: 

 81% of hunters said they were satisfied with their hunting experiences in 2011. 

 83% agree MCBQ provides high quality hunting. 

 98% of hunters said hunting on MCBQ is important to them. 

 97% said they will hunt on MCBQ in 2012. 

 The most important reason hunters hunt aboard MCBQ is “to get outdoors.” 

 White-tailed deer are by far the most hunted animal on base, with 84% of hunters say-

ing they hunt deer more than any other animal. 

 Most deer hunters (47%) on MCBQ said they shoot any legal deer that they can, and 

7% said they only hunt for large antlered bucks the entire season. 

Results specific to CVP members were similar to the overall results with a few exceptions. 

 Almost 50% of CVP members have hunted on Base for at least 21 years. 

 49% of CVP members hunted at least 21 days on Base in 2011. 

Both of these numbers are far greater than the general hunter on MCBQ. 

 As well, CVP members hunt deer differently than the general hunter. Most CVP mem-

bers said they hunt for large antlered bucks in the early season and then any legal deer 

later (30%). 

Future goals related to the survey include continuing to analyze all data in order to understand 

reasons for hunter satisfaction and dissatisfaction. 

Findings will serve as a baseline for comparison of future survey results. 
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“98 percent of hunters 

said that hunting at 

Quantico is important 

to them.” 
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Quantico Hunter Survey  
by Damon Lowery 

Natural Gardens 

Quantico is home to over 600 species 

of flowering plants.    

To test your knowledge, try to iden-

tify the two plants pictured on the 

right.  Answers are on the back page. 

A.  Photo by Carrie Yacono                                 b. Photo by T. Stamps 

Successful Youth Gobbler Hunter, 

NREA file photo 



Answers to the Plant Quiz: 

NREA (B 046) 

3250 Catlin Avenue 

Quantico 

Virginia 22134 

Jim Clarke facilitated a friendly 

competition between the Royal 

Marines and Quantico Rod & 

Gun Club on April 27, 2012. 

The Royal Marines displayed a 

traditional long bow and demon-

strated how Olympians shoot 

with a high tech long bow.   

This was the first competition 

held at the Quantico Archery 

Site since construction in 2010. 

Thanks go to Ferd Heider, Brad 

Watkin, Dennis Mitchell, and 

James Clarke for the mowing, 

weeding, and other clean-up 

done prior to match time. 

Quality marksmanship was 

shown by all! 

Archery Site Hosts Competition 

Phone: 703-432-6774 

Fax: 703-784-5809 

E-mail: Robert.stamps1@usmc.mil 

The CVP is the official Marine Corps Base (MCB) Quantico 
program that provides for the utilization of voluntary services to 
help accomplish projects associated with the natural and cultural 

resources management programs.  Volunteers complement 
permanent staff members in accomplishing conservation projects 

and in maintaining and improving the level and quality of 

service to MCB, Quantico and the public. 

A. Nelumbo lutea . Common names: American Lotus,  Lotus lily, Water chinqua-
pin.  Photographed at Upshur Pond.  Common in large colonies in tidal Cho-

pawamsic Creek. 

B. Orontium aquaticum.  Golden Club.  Photographed in Middle Branch, Cho-

pawamsic Creek, near Secon Pool. 

Memorial Tribute:  Eugene A. Silverthorn (Colonel, USMC, ret.) passed away 

Wednesday, Sept. 19, 2012.   Gene was president of the Quantico Rod & Gun 

Club when I started working at Quantico in 1983.  I recruited his services in 

1986 to conduct a survey of the entire installation to locate and map wildlife 

plantings, trails, and old homesites.  The result was a 3-ring binder of maps and 

notes that became known as the Silverthorn Survey.  The report provided base-

line data for environmental reviews and subsequent cultural resources surveys.  I 

am indebted to Gene for his leadership during the formative years of the CVP.   

Tim Stamps 

Photos by T. Stamps 


