	DID YOU KNOW:

· You are 70% water.

· Oceans contain about 97.2% of the Earth’s water. Glaciers contain about 2.16%, and the atmosphere contains about 0.001%.

· All the fresh water in the world’s lakes, streams, rivers, and wetlands is less than two-tenths of one percent of the Earth’s total water (0.002%)!!  The rest of the fresh water is contained in glaciers.

·  The average person consumes about 2.1 quarts of drinking water each day.

· About 415 billion gallons of water are used daily in the U.S.

· One gallon of oil can contaminate one billion gallons of water.

· Each year, do-it-yourself oil changers dump more oil than the Exxon Valdez spilled into Alaska’s Prince William Sound.
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For More Information, Contact:

Environmental Compliance Section

Natural Resources and Environmental Affairs Branch

(703) 784-4030
	Storm Water Pollution Prevention

	
	
	How You Can Help Keep Our Rivers

and Streams Clean!

[image: image2.wmf]
Natural Resources and Environmental Affairs

Quantico, Virginia


	What is storm water pollution, and how does it affect the environment around us?  Simply put, storm water pollution is any pollutant that enters the storm drain system and can contaminate our lakes, streams and rivers.

When a rain or snow event occurs, water is channeled from parking lots, roads, gutters, etc. into a storm drainage system.  This system of pipes is designed to carry rainwater to neighboring bodies of water.  In our case, most of these drains eventually transport their water to the Potomac River.  Storm drains are designed for rainwater only!!  The water does not get treated to purify it before it reaches the river, as it does in a sanitary sewer drainage system.

Since there is little to no treatment for this water, pollutants end up contaminating the river.  Pollutants such as automobile oil, soap, trash, and sediment, can have harmful effects on the crabs, fish, birds, and other wildlife that depend on a pollutant-free habitat for their survival.
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	Here are a few simple things you can do to                       help prevent contamination of our waters:

· Change oil and filters in designated areas (i.e., the Auto Hobby Shop). Service your vehicle regularly to prevent leaks.  NEVER change oil around storm drains.

· Wash vehicles in designated areas.  The car wash at the Exchange uses recycled water and does not discharge to storm drains.  Do not wash your vehicle near a storm drain.  Dirt, oil, and soap will wash into the river and add to its pollution.

· Dump all mop water down an inside drain, like a sink or a toilet.  All these drains run to the sanitary sewer, where the water is treated before it is released into the river.

· Throw all trash in proper receptacles.
· Apply fertilizers and chemicals very carefully to your lawn.  Use the minimum amount necessary.

· When you mow your lawn, either mulch the clippings back into the soil, or use the clippings as compost.

· Get educated!  Contact the Environmental Affairs Office at (703) 784-4030 for more information!

	
	What are some common ways we contaminate storm drains?  

Oil:  Automobile oil becomes a problem when it leaks onto pavement.  Eventually, a rainstorm will wash this oil into the storm drains.  One gallon of oil can contaminate one billion gallons of water!!
Soap:  Soap from washing activities, such as car washes and mop water, will pollute the river.  Sudsy water discharged to the river is not allowed.  Soap can kill fish.

Sediment:  Dirt that washes into the river can cause problems for animals living in the water.  Dirt can ruin spawning beds for fish, and it can also clog their gills.  Enough sediment will also eventually fill in areas.  After a period of time, it can result in a loss of area in our streams and rivers.

Trash:  Trash will eventually find its way to rivers and streams, and will obstruct and contaminate the water.
Chemicals:  Herbicides and pesticides that we apply to our lawns can get washed away during rain events.  These chemicals are toxic to fish and wildlife.
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