CHARITY CAR WASH GUIDELINES

HOW DOES CAR WASHING ACTIVITIES AFFECT THE RIVER?
Outside storm drains, such as parking lot and street drains, discharge directly into the nearest waterway.  At Quantico, this could be Little Creek, Chopawamsic Creek, Beaverdam Run, Aquia Creek, the Potomac River, or many other small tributaries that eventually tie in to these larger systems.  Eventually, all water flows into the Chesapeake Bay, and then the ocean.
When we wash vehicles outside, we introduce several pollutants to these streams.  Dirt, oil and grease are washed off the vehicles.  If soap is used, this soap also enters the waterways.  Sometimes other chemicals are used to clean off tires and other parts of the car.  These chemicals can contain phosphoric and hydrochloric acids, as well as other hazardous chemicals.
The affects of these chemicals can be very detrimental to our rivers and streams:

· Soap can harm the mucous cover on fish.  This cover is needed to protect the fish.  If soap can clean oil off of a car, it can also clean protective oil right off the fish!

· Sediment and phosphorous are two of the leading causes of pollution in the Chesapeake Bay watershed.  Most soaps contain high amounts of phosphorous, and washing dirt off of a muddy car adds to the amount of pollutants entering the water.

· Chemicals can be toxic to fish and wildlife, as well as humans using the waterway for recreational purposes.
WHAT WE CAN DO TO ENSURE WE DON’T POLLUTE OUR RIVERS

It is important that we do everything possible to ensure pollutants do not get to the river.  This is hard to accomplish during car washing activities, but can be achieved by employing the following practices:

· Be sure to contact Natural Resources and Environmental Affairs Branch at (703) 784-4030 before you start your car washing activities.  This office will check the proposed area to ensure that washing activities will not detrimentally affect any nearby waterways, and that you are using the right products and procedures.

· Pick a spot where the water can be contained and filtered naturally, if possible.  A large grassy area, where the water can filter into the ground instead of running into a storm drain, is the best.

· If this is not possible, the water must be contained and then pumped to the sanitary sewer system, which takes the water to the wastewater treatment plant for treatment.

· Use environmentally friendly, phosphate-free soaps.  Do not use any chemical, such as tire cleaners, unless you are able to pump this water to the sanitary sewer.

· Use the minimum amount of soap and water possible.

· Never leave the hose running while you are not washing.
FOR MORE INFORMATION:

Listed below are several links where you can find more information on conducting a more “environmentally friendly” charity car wash.
Environmental Protection Agency carwash fact sheet: 

http://cfpub.epa.gov/npdes/stormwater/menuofbmps/index.cfm?action=browse&Rbutton=detail&bmp=96
Some companies that offer environmentally friendly products:

Simple Green:  http://consumer.simplegreen.com/index.php
Citrus based cleaner: http://www.asteccorp.com/home.htm
    http://www.citrusbreezecleaner.com/Products.asp
(The products above are examples, please check any product you buy to ensure that it does not contain phosphates and is easily biodegradable.)

