	THANKS FOR COMING TO OUR CHARITY CAR WASH!

Thanks for taking part in this charity car wash!  While car washes like this could cause possible pollution to the river, we have taken precautions to ensure that ours doesn’t!  Here is what we’ve done to help keep our rivers clean:

· We are using environmentally friendly soap!  This soap is phosphate free!  Phosphates are one of the major contributing pollutants to the Chesapeake Bay.  Phosphates can cause algal blooms that use up oxygen in the water (less for the fish to breathe!).  Algal blooms can also cut off sunlight to the normal aquatic plants.  Without enough sunlight, these plants can eventually die out, cutting off the food supply for other aquatic life.
· We are using any other chemicals sparingly, or not at all, and if we are, we are ensuring that they are also environmentally friendly and aren’t being washed off.
· Instead of letting soapy water run straight to the river, where it could harm plants and animals, the water is directed into a holding pond. This allows the soap and any oils or dirt to settle out and provides some treatment before any water leaves the pond and enters the river.
· We are using the least amount of soap and water necessary, while still giving you a great cleaning job!
· We are helping to education everyone at Quantico about being good stewards to our environment.  Check out the back of this pamphlet to see ways you can help keep our rivers and streams clean!
SO YOU WANNA TAKE CARE OF YOUR CAR!
We all want nice, clean, well-running cars to drive around in.  Besides looking good, well-maintained cars pollute less, last longer, and save us money on costly repairs.  However, fixing and cleaning our vehicles ourselves has the potential to cause serious environmental impacts, if not done correctly.  Here are some ways to help the environment while taking care of your car:
Instead of washing your vehicle out on the street, take it to one of the MCCS car wash facilities on base.  These facilities treat their water, so any harmful environmental impacts are minimized.

If you must wash your vehicle and you can’t use the car wash, please try and do the following:

· Use phosphate-free, environmentally friendly soap, if you have to use soap at all.

· Wash your car in an area where most of the water will seep into the ground instead of going into a storm drain.  This filters any contaminants.  Pick a grassy or graveled area.  The storm drains in the road drain straight to the river without any treatment, so any soapy water that gets into them can cause damage to the river and the aquatic life there.
Quantico has a great auto hobby shop, where you can perform maintenance on your vehicle.  Use this shop instead of changing oil or parts in your driveway!  One gallon of oil spilled into a waterway can contaminate a billion gallons of water!  

PLEASE make sure you don’t dispose any wastes down a storm drain!  Oil spills are costly for the base to clean up.  The auto hobby shop can take your used oil and recycle it.  
For more information, contact Natural Resources and Environmental Affairs at (703) 432-0528
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